Discussion Model Lesson Plan

Teacher: Laura Gallo-Moore

Subject: Spanish 1

Level: 9th grade
Topic: ¿Qué te gusta hacer? / What teenagers like to do in other Spanish-speaking countries.
Objective(s): 
1. The student will share the information they researched for homework with 100% accuracy.  Each student was assigned a country and investigated what teenagers like to do in that country.

2. The student will meet in groups of three to discuss their findings with 100% accuracy.  They must decide if they agree or not and why.

3. All student groups will come together as a class to share the information from the group discussions with 100% accuracy. 
Materials needed: handout for homework (turned in after discussion)
Phase 1: Clarify aims and establish set:
1. The class is already talking about what they like to do so this is an extension of what teens around the world like to do.

2. The class already read about Spanish teens meeting in outdoor cafés during the 

3. Hopefully, the student came across all-Spanish websites during their search.

4. Discussion is based on their findings.

5. Learning about other cultures.
Phase 2: Focus the discussion:
1. Each student is given a Spanish-speaking country and will investigate the activities that teenagers enjoy prior to the discussion.

a. What do teenagers in this country like doing?

b. Why do you think it is popular?

c. Would you enjoy doing the same thing if you visited?  Why or why not?

d. Are the activities similar to what teenagers do in the U.S.?

2. Students meet in groups with their answers.

3. All students meet together as a class.

4. All students will report what their findings.
Phase 3: Hold the discussion:
1. Students get together in groups with the homework assignment and discuss their findings for about 5 minutes or so.  I walk around to make sure they stay on task.

2. Meet as a class in a circle.

3. One person talks at a time.  

4. On a student list, I check-mark the students that participated.

5. I do have personal experience in Spanish-speaking countries but do necessarily know about all countries.

6. I’ll ask questions if there is a lull but I think students should lead the discussion.
Phase 4: End the discussion:
1. We will continue to learn about other Spanish-speaking countries throughout this year:

a. music

b. traditions

c. holidays / celebrations

2. Students turn in their homework sheets.

Phase 5: Debrief the discussion:
1. What did you all learn from the discussion?

2. Are teenagers in other countries different from teenagers here in the U.S.?
Source: Arends, R.I. (2008). Learning to Teach (7th Ed). McGraw-Hill Higher Education.

